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BILLINGE-AND-WINSTANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Council  Offices, 

• • BILLINGE, 

Near  Wigan. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Bill inge - and-v/ins t anl ey  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1967* 

As  in  previous  years  it  has  been  compiled  in  accordance 
with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health, 

In  this  my  first  year  of  office,  I wish  to  express  my  gratitude 
for  the  assistance  and  co-operation  received  from  the  Officers  of 
the  Council  and  particularly  to  Mr.  Swift  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
for  his  unfailing  support. 

I also  respectfully  wish  to  offer  to  Members  of  the  Council 
my  appreciation  for  the  courtesy  and  encouragement  given  to  me  at 
all  times. 

I am  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  H.  Robertson, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  ' . . . . 4596 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  the  year 

according  to  the  rate  book  (estimated)  ..  ..  ..  3508 

Rateable  Value . £286,395 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . £1140 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident 

population  mid- 1966  9630 


Billinge  and  Winstanley  is  a pleasant  Urban  District  situated 
midway  between  Wigan  and  St.  Helens. 

The  nain  industries  of  the  area  are  long-standing  and  include 
farming,  stone  quarrying,  brick  and  terra  cotta  manufacture  and  some 
coal -mining. 

The  Billinge  General  Hospital  is  situated  in  the  Higher  End  of 
the  ‘District  and  employs  a considerable  amount  of  local  female  labour. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


TOTAL  MALE  FEMALE 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


224  128  96 

6 4 2 


230  132  98 


Still  Births 


Legitimate  7 43 

Illegitimate  - - 


7 4 3 


Deaths  of  Infants  (Legitimate) 

Under  one  week  of  age 
Under  four  weeks  of  age 
Under  one  year  of  age 


3 2 1 

3 2 1 

4 3 1 


A 


3 


1 


Birth  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  mid-1967 


- 23.9  (crude) 

17.9  (Adj.) 


Death  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  mid-1967 
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10.5  (crude) 
12.9  (adj.) 
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THE  FOLLOWING  TABLE  SHOWS  CCMP^TIVE  STATISTIC S 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREa 


Ambulance  Facilities 


Ambulance  Facilities  are  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  and  an  Ambulance  Station,  which  serves  this  District  and 
neighbouring  Authorities,  is  situated  in  close  proximity  to  the 
Hospital. 

During  the  year  the  service  has  proved  satisfactory. 


Home  Nursing 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
home  nursing  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 


HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  FACILITIES  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Hospitals 


Situated  in  the  northern  end  of  the  District  is  the  Billinge 
Hospital.  During  the  year  the  Hospital  was  substantially  enlarged 
and  improved. 

A new  Maternity  Unit  of  110  beds  and  a special  Baby-care  unit 
of  25  beds  were  completed.  Also  completed  was  a new  Nurses  Home  and  a new 
Central  Sterilization  Department.  * 

Further  improvements  included  the  up-grading  of  Wards,  extension 
to  Pathological  Laboratory,  X-ray  Department  and  the  provision  of  a 
Chapel  and  Chaplain  facilities. 

Specialities  at  the  Hospital  include,  Maternity,  Gynaecological, 
Dental,  General  Surgical,  Plastic  Surgery,  General  Medicine,  Phsychiatric, 
Orthopedic,  whilst  - - provision  is  made  for  Phsychiatric  Day  Patients 
especially  with  regard  to  Occupational  Therapy. 

Hospitals  are  available  at  Manchester  and  Liverpool  for  special 
cases.  ' ' Infectious  cases  requiring  isolation  are  usually  cared  for  at 

Whelley, 
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HOSPITALS  AID  OTHER  FACILITIES  AVAILABLE  WITHIN  THE  DISTRICT  CONTINUED. . . 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  • 


An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  available  at  Billinge  Hospital 
for  this  and  the  adjoining  Districts. 

A modern  Welfare  Clinic  is  situated  in  the  Chapel  End 
of  the  District  and  this  has  been  very  well  attended  by  the  Public. 


Laboratory  Facilities 


Specimens,  samples,  etc.  are  forwarded  to  the  following 


Laboratories  for  examinations  - 

Wigan  Infirmary, 

Wigan. 

Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Withington  Hospital, 
Manchester. 


Lancashire  County  Council, 
County  Analyst, 

Preston. 


Pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens . 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological 
Specimens . 


Chemical  Analysis 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  prevention  and 
aftercare  of  Tuberculosis.  Diagnosis  and  treatment  is  carried  out  by 
the  Specialist  Chest  Physician  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  by 
the  General  Practitioners. 


All  cases  of  tuberculosis  from  the  Billinge-and-Winstanley 
Urban  District  attend  the  Chest  Clinic,  Llillgate,  ’Wigan. 

There  were  five  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year  compared  ’with  four  of  the  previous  year. 


DISINFESTATION  AFTER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  method  employed  with  regard  to  the  premises  is  fumigation  wi.th 
formaldhyde  gas.  Formities  are  disinfected  in  the  autoclove  by  steam. 

There  was  no  occasion  for  disinfestation  to  be  carried  out  during 
the  year. 
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In  the  next  table  are  shown  the  chief  causes  of  deaths  and  the 
number  of  deaths  from  each  cause  in  1967?  with  comparative  figures  for 
1966:- 


Number  of  Deaths 

-19 66- 

-1967- 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

— 

2 

i 1 

Cancer 

4 

6 

5 

7 

Diabetes 

2 

3 

- 

3 

Leukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

8 

19 

10 

13 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

13 

5 

8 

3 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Heart  Disease 

4 

8 

7 

2 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

2 

5 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

6 

3 

Bronchitis 

4 

- 

4 

3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Congenital  Malformation 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

15 

4 

4 

9 

All  other  accidents 

1 

. 1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duedenum 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Suicide 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- • 

62 

54 

52 

53 

— 

— — 

• 

— 
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TABLE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 


Children  Protected  Against s- 

PRIMARY 

RE- 

ENFORCEMENT 

•V; 

0-4 

5 .5 

0-4 

5-15 

Diphtheria 

188 

2 

9 

249 

Whooping  Cough 

186 

- 

8 

3 

Tetanus 

188 

2 

9 

245 

Poliomyelitis 

226 

8 

15 

94 

Snallpox  Vaccination. 

PRIMARY 

RE- 

INEORCEMENT 

0-4 

5-15 

0-4 

5-15 

• 

146 

6 

1 

- 

WATER 


The  Statutory  vfater  Undertakers  for  the  area  is  the  St.  Helens 
\7ater  Board  who  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  the  district  is  supplied 
with  a sufficient  and  wholes one  water  supply.  This  is  obtained  fron 
several  sources. 

The  nain  parts  of  the  District  are  supplied  with  water  fron 
Rivington.  There  is  in  the  District  a storage  reservoir  which  is  in 
use  fron  tine  to  tine.  The  extreme  Northern  end  of  the  District  receives 
a supply  fron  the  Makerfield  Y/ater  Board. 

Generally  throughout  the  area  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory 
in  both  quality  and  quantity. 

Occasionally  complaints  were  received  of  lack  of  pressure  during  the 
week-ends  fron  the  residents  in  Braeside  Crescent  and  the  top  of  Crank  Road. 

The  flouride  content  of  the  water  is  below  .3  parts  per  nillion  and  the 
total  water  consumption  for  the  year  was  133? 006,000  gallons. 

Six  samples  of  water  were  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for 
bacteriological  examination.  All  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  a new  Bore-hole  at  Randle’s  Bridge,  adjacent  to 
the  East  Lancashire  Road  at  Knowoley  was  constructed  and  it  is  hoped 
this  will  yield  an  additional  1.75  nillion  gallons  of  water  per  day  for 
this  District. 

A 15"  diameter  water-nain  is  being  laid  to  the  Knowsley  Pumping 
Station  where  our  water  will  be  softened  before  distribution  to  the 
reservoir. 


A new  one  million  gallon  re-inforced  concrete  reservoir  was 
constructed  at  the  top  of  Crank  Road  within  the  District  and  this  should 
cone  into  operation  early  in  the  new  year.  Similarly  new  distributing 
water  mains  are  being  laid  fron  Rainford  Road  to  the  Beacon  Road  reservoir 
and  at  present  they  have  been  laid  as  far  as  the  Council  Offices. 


In  Crank  Road  a ne\v  12"  diameter  water  main  is  being  laid  fron 
NpHolland  Road  to  the  new  reservoir.  It  is  hoped  that  the  resultant 
work  when  finally  conpleted  will  result  in  an  improvement  in  the  water 
pressure. 
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continued. .... 


Water  Continued 


• • 


• • 


In  addition  there  has  been:- 

33  yards  of  3 water  main  renewed  in  Main  Street. 

120  yards  of  61'  water  main  laid  to  improve  the  distributing 
system  m Cob  Moor  Avenue. 

7o  yards  of  3"  water  main  were  renewed  in  Moss  Avenue. 

7ll  °f  aeW  water  Iliain  were  laid  t0  private  development 

off  Birchley  Road. 

116  yards  of  new  water  main  laid  to  private  development  at  Pimbo  Road. 

226  yards  of  new  water  main  to  private  development  off  Pemberton  Road. 

48  yards;- of  new  water  main  to  new  development  off  London  Fields  (New  School). 

r w Th®  a5°)(e  information  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  E.ft.  As  tin. 

C.Eng. , M.I.C.E.  A.M.I.W.E.  (WATER  ENGINEER) , County  Borough  of  St.Helens. 


Rodent  and  Pest  Control 

One  part-time  operator  is  employed  by  the  Council  on  Rodent  Control. 

A free  disinfestation  service  is  operated  for  all  private  houses. 

For  business  premises  a nominal  charge  only  is  made;  whilst  for 
arms  an  Annual  Contract  Service  is  in  operation.  For  a nominal  charge 
of  £8.  per  year  the  Council  carry  out  a minimum  of  four  treatments  per 
year  on  agricultural  holdings. 

Regular  systematic  inspections  are  made  of  the  Council  Sewage  Works 
and  Refuse  Tip. . All  public  sewers  are  baited  and  treated  twice  yearly 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
Fisheries  and  Food.  ’ 


re:  RODENT  CONTROL 


Non- 

Agricultural 


Number  of  properties  in  district 

3,570 

46 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
following  notification 

169 

16 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
for  reasons  other  than  notification 

62 

22 

Number  of  properties  infested  by  rats 

71 

17 

Number  of  properties  infested  by  mice 

27 

14 

Moles 


jj0ur  complaints  of  mole  infestation  were  received.  Advise  is 
given  to  occupiers  on  the  destruction  of  miles  by  trapping  and  traps 
are  lent  free  of  charge. 

-in  the  case  ol  agricultural  land,  complaints  are  referred  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Disinfestation 

Free  disinfestation  of  cockroaches,  ants  and  similar  insects  is 
carried  out  at  Council  Houses.  For  private  houses  a small  nominal  charge  is  made. 
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SEl/ERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


Main  drainage  is  provided  for  the  whole  of  the  District  with 
the  exception  of  the  Hanlet  of  Kings  Moss  and  some  isolated  areas. 


The  Council  have  two  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the  management  of  these. 

a.  The  Chapel  End  Works,  built  in  1957,  serving  the 
southern  area  of  the  District  known  as  the  Chapel  End 
Area. 


and 


b.  The  Higher  End  dorks  serving  the  northern  end  of  the 
District  known  as  the  Higher  End. 


Pemberton  Road  in  the  Winstanley  part  of  the  District  discharges 
into  the  Wigan  Corporation  Sewer  and  the  northern  end  of  UpHolland  Road 
discharges  into  the  UpHolland  Main  Sewer. 


Chapel  End  Yiforks 

This  is  a modem  plant  comprising  of  detritus  sedimentation 
tanks,  perculating  filters  and  humus  tanka. 

It  was  originally  designed  for  a population  of  4,000  with  a 
water  consumption  of  thirty  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

For  the  past  few  years  it  has  been  grossly  overloaded  due  to 
an  increase  in  the  population,  increase  in  the  water  consumption  per 
head  and  the  vast  quantity  of  surface  water  and  infiltrated  water 
conveyed  by  the  sewerage  system. 

The  average  daily  flow  for  the  year  was  284,500  gallons 
approximately.  The  works  were  designed  for  a daily  dry  weather  flow 
of  124,000  gallons. 

A scheme  has  been  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consultants  for  the 
extension  of  the  Chapel  End  Works  and  provision  of  new  sewers  in  the 
hapel  End  Area.  The  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  and  it 
is  hoped  that  Approval  will  soon  be  given  for  the  work  to  go  out  to  tender. 
A start  may  be  made  on  this  most  essential  project  during  the  ensuing 
y • 


Sludge  is  conveyed  from  the  works  by  tractor  and  a special 
Leak-proof  trailer  for  disposal  on  the  Council's  Refuse  tip. 
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HIGHER  EOT)  WORKS 


This  modem  sewage  works  was  completed,  in  June,  1959?  and. 
comprises  detritus  tanks,  sedimentation  tanks,  percolating  filters 
and  humus  tanks.  The  works  were  designed  for  a dry  weather  flow 
of  160,  000  gallons  per  day. 

From  the  Lea  Recorder  Figures  and  observations  made  it  is 
quite  apparent  that  the  works  are  running  to  full  capacity. 

During  the  year  the  effluent  has  generally  been  of  good  quality 
and  satisfactory  to  the  River  Authority.  Sludge  from  the  works  is 
disposed  of  by  a local  farmer  onto  agricultural  land  and  on  land  adjacent 
to  the  tip.  A tanker  has  been  used  to  remove  sludge  direot  from  the 
settling  tanks  onto  the  farmers  field.  This  has  proved  very  satisfactory 
and  economical  there  being  saving  in  labour  and  on  the  cost  of  ash  used 
in  the  drying  beds. 

The  staff  employed  at  the  works  comprises  of  a full-time 
attendant  and  a part-time  attendant. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 


Ho  complaints  were  received  of  nuisance  from  polluted  water 
courses,  streams  and  ditches  during  the  year.  There  were  instances  of 
pollution  occurring  from  a blookage  in  the  main  sewer  and  from  over- 
flowing cesspool. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  (AT  END  OF  1966) 


No.  of  privy  middens  30 
No.  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens  34 
No.  of  Pail  closets  4 
No.  of  dry  ashpits 

No.  of  moveable  dustbins  3720 
No.  of  waste  water  closets  3335 
No.  of  dwellings  on  water  carriage  system  3^82 


Progress  in  reducing  the  number  of  pum/y  middens  has  been  slow. 

It  is  not  practicable  to  connect  'the  remaining  conservatory  closets 
to  the  public  sewer.  The  only  real  alternative  means  of  disposal  for 
these  isolated  cottages  is  the  provision  of  private  septic  tanks  and 
cesspools,  both  methods  of  which  suffer  certain  inherent  disadvantage. 
However,  providing  adequate  land  is  available  for  the  disposal  of 
the  effluent  septic  tanks  have  proved  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory 
for  the  houses  which  cannot  be  connected  to  the  public  sewerage  schemes. 


12  - 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  responsible  for  supervising 
Public  Cleansing  which  includes  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  Refuse  Collection  service  employs  twelve  men 
including  the  foreman  and  two  drivers. 

There  are  two  Refuse  Collection  vehicles s- 

a.  One  eighteen  cubic  yard  Dual  Tip  Karrier  which 

is  seven  years  old  and  which  has  been  found  very  satisfactory 
for  normal  collection  and  for  the  conveyance  of  the  bulky 
items  of  refuse. 

b.  One  Dennis  PaxiiJ  Compression  Vehicle  which  was  purchased 
in  February,  1 96 6.  This  vehicle  allows  for  the  greater 

compaction  of  refuse  and  is  found  to  be  very  economical 
especially  where  the  length  of  haulage  is  great. 

Weekly  servicing  of  the  vehicles  is  carried  out  by  the  drivers. 

The  Karrier  Vehicle  is  examined  and  serviced  by  a local  Firm 
at  three  monthly  intervals. 

The  new  Compression  Vehicle  is  serviced  by  the  Manufacturer. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  a weekly  collection  of  refuse 
was  maintained  for  all  premises  except  for  the  odd  lapse  due  to  holidays 
and  sickness.  To  provide  this  weekly  service  and  also  to  ensure  that 
ashpits  are  emptied  frequently  it  is  necessary  for  the  men  to  work  over- 
time on  Saturday  mornings. 

There  is  a free  collection  and  disposal  service  for  all 
householders  of  unwanted  articles  such  as  furniture,  bedding  and 
other  bulky  items  and  a free  disposal  service  for  garden  refuse. 

Facilities  are  also  available  for  the  free  disposal  of 
unwanted  vehicles  at  a local  Breaker's  in  St.  Helens. 


The  normal  method  of  storage  of  refuse  is  the  galvanised 
iron  dustbin  supplied  and  maintained  by  the  owner  or  occupier. 

Trade  Refuse 

Trade  refuse  is  removed  from  all  shops  within  the  District  and 
a charge  is  made  for  the  service. 

A weekly  or  iwice  weekly  collection  service  is  maintained. 

Disposal  of  Refuse 

Disposal  of  Refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  in  a large  disused 
quarry  which  the  Council  purchased  during  1966. 

During  the  summer  months  there  was  odd  instances  of  fires  which 
were  apparently  started  around  the  tip  by  trespassers. 

Refuse  is  also  received  from  Orrell  Urban  District  Council  under 
a Five  year  contract  which  commenced  1st  April,  1967* 

The  tip  is  levelled  daily  under  Contract  by  a local  Contractor 
and  the  tip  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained. 

The  Council  have  adequate  tipping  facilities  for  the  next 
twenty  years . 


NEW  LEGISLATION 


The  Civil  Amenities  net  196?,  received  the  Royal  Assent  on 
27th  July,  1967. 


Part  Three  of  the  Act  deals  with  the  problems  associated  with 
the  dumping  of  junk  and  bulky  refuse  and  the  disposal  of  old  vehicles. 
The  Act  requires  Local  Authorities  to  provide  disposal  places  where 
the  Public  can  dispose  of  junk  free  of  charge.  Heavy  penalties  may  now 
be  imposed  for  persons  convicted  of  dumping  motor  vehicles  or  other 
items  of  refuse  other  than  at  official  centres. 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 


There  are  still  a number  of  septic  tanks  within  tie  District. 
Apart  from  the  hamlet  of  Kings  Moss  the  septic  tanks  arc  at  isolated 
farms  and  cottages.  The  Council  do  not  provide  a cesspool  emptier. 
Emptying  of  septic  tanks  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  at  the  request 
of  the  householders.  The  Council  hire  a tanker  from  a local  farmer. 

The  Council  are  considering  providing  main  drainage  for  the 
hamlet  of  Kings  Moss  and  a scheme  is  being  prepared  by  the  Council's 
Consultants . 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


Sanitary  Conveniences  for  both  sexes  are  situated  in  Main  Street. 
These  are  most  unsatisfactory  in  design  and  situation  and  no  washing 
facilities  are  provided.  It  is  proposed  to  provide  a modem  convenience 
in  the  future. 

A modem  toilet  block  is  situated  in  the  Higher  End  of  the 
District  in  UpHolland  Road.  It  is  situated  within  the  hospital  curtilage 
and  is  we 11 -maintained.  The  conveniences  are  provided  for  the  use  of 
visitors  to  the  hospital  and  are  also  available  to  the  general  public. 


HAIRDRESSING  ESTABLISHMENTS . 


'There  are  four  Ladies  Hairdressing  Establishments  within  the 
District  and  one  for  Gentlemen-  They  are  of  modem  construction, 
properly  equipped  and  well  maintained. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT 


During  the  year  there  was  no  action  necessary  under  the 

Act. 

A complaint  of  noise  in  Council  flats  was  dealt  with 
informally. 
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AGRICULTURE,  SAFETY,  HEALTH  xiND  WELFARE 


This  Act 

This  Act  requires  Local  Authorities  to  ensure  that  suitable 
and  sufficient  sanitary  accomodation  is  proivded  for  employees  on 
farms  and  agricultural  holdings. 

Twelve  farms  were  inspected  during  the  year.  Contraventions 
were  observed  in  three  farms  due  to  unsatisfactory  toilet  accomodation. 


CAMPS  AND  CARAVAN  SITES 


There  are  no  caravans  permenantly  occupied  within  the  District, 

No  licences  were  issued  under  the  Caravan  Sites  And  Controlled  Development 
Act  I960. 

There  is  one  camping  site  situated  at  Bispham  Hall  which  was 
used  during  the  year.  Two  inspections  of  this  site  were  made  and  the 
camp  was  found  to  be  very  well  maintained  and  very  satisfactory. 


A TBIOS  PHSRI C POLLUTI  ON . 


No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  from  industrial 

c hinngy 1 s . 

Complaints  were  received  of  a nuisance  arising  from  the  Council’s 
Refuse  Tip  being  on  fire  at  Crookhurst  Quarry.  This  tip  was  deliberately 
fired  by  trespassers  on  three  occasions. 

Eight  observations  of  Factory  chimney’s  were  made  during  the  year 
but  no  contraventions  were  noted. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


This  Act  provides  for  ensuring  the  health,  safety  and  welfare 
of  persons  employed  in  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises.  It 
requests  the  registration  of  premises  where  persons  are  employed  either 
with  the  Local  Authority  or  with  H.  M.  Factory  Inspector. 

The  total  number  of  premises  registered  at  the  end  of  the 
year  is  ae  follows s- 

Offices  - 8 

Retail  Shops  - 16 

Catering  Establishments  open 

to  the  public  - 2 


Sixty-four  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  the 
following  is  a classification  of  the  Various  contraventions  observed? 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Promises  Act  1963 


Four  instances  of  disrepair; 

Three  contraventions  in  respect  of  cleanliness  of  workrooms; 

Eight  instances  of  there  being  no  thermometers  available  on  the  premises; 
Four  contraventions  due  to  inadequate  heating  of  workrooms; 

Three  instances  of  insufficient  lighting  to  workrooms; 

One  instance  of  no  seat  available  for  the  female  assistant  in  the  food  shop; 
Three  contraventions  in  respect  of  defective  closet  accommodation; 

Throe  contraventions  in  respect  of  insufficient  or  defective  washbasin; 

Four  cases  of  insufficient  or  absence  of  First  Aid  Kit; 

Two  instances  of  there  being  no  hot  water  supply  to  washbasin 
One  instance  of  wallpaper  trimming  machine  being  without  a guard; 

Three  cases  of  food  slicing  machines  having  no  guards.  In  two  cases 
the  guards  had  been  removed  but  were  available  for  refixing.  All 
three  cases  referred  to  the  Gravity  Food  Slicing  Machine; 

Two  instances  of  insufficient  handrails  to  staircases; 

Two  contraventions  concerning  lack  of  drying  facilities  for  clothing; 

Two  instances  of  serious  obstructions  in  passages  or  on  staircases; 

Ten  instances  of  there  being  no  Abstract  of  the  Act; 

Four  cases  of  premises  not  being  registered; 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 


INSPECTIONS  MALE  UNDER  THE  FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number 

Inspections 

of 

Written 

Notices 

1 . Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 , 2,  3>  4?  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

2 

1 1 ' "L- 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not  included  in 
(l)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority. 

10 

4 

1 

3 . Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
premises) . 

6 

4 

3 

TOTAL 

18 

8 

4 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  under  the  Act. 


Six  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  observed  five  of  which  were 
remedied  during  the  year. 


OUTWORKERS 

One  outworker  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  Glove  making  was 
recorded  under  Part  8 of  the  above  Act. 
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SCHOOLS 


There  are  four  schools  within  the  District  each  of  which  are 
provided  with  mains,  water  supply,  water  toilets  connected  to  the  Public 
Sewer,  washbasins  and  with  the  exception  of  one  school  a constant  supply 
of  hot  and  cold  water  to  the  washbasins. 

An  inspection  was  made  of  the  school  kitchens  during  the  year 
and  generally  the  conditions  were  satisfactory. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

The  Milk  and  Daries  General  Regulations  1959  requires  all 
persons  carrying  on  the  trade  of  distributing  milk  from  premises  within 
the  District  and  all  premises  used  as  dairies  other  than  dairy  farms  to 
be  registered  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  number  of  distributors  registered  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  operating  from; 

a.  Dairies  within  the  District  - 4 

b.  From  shops  within  the  District  other  than  dairies  - 8. 

MILK  (Special  Designation)  REGULATIONS  1960s- 


These  regulations  require  all  dealers  other  than  producers  to 
hold  a licence  from  the  Lancashire  County  Council  who  are  the  Food 
and  Drug  Authority  for  this  District. 


Milk  Sampling 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  took  the  following  samples 
of  milk  during  the  years- 

10  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test 
10  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Phosphatese  Test 
2 samples  of  milk  submitted  for  the  'Turbidity  Test 

All  samples  taken  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Generally 
only  heat  treated  milk  is  sold  within  the  District. 


FOOD  ADD  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
for  the  District. 

Regular  samples  of  food  and  drugs  are  taken  by  the  County  Council 
Sampling  Officer  for  chemical  analysis,  to  ensure  tha,t  they  are  genuine 
and  unadulterated. 

Ho  prosecutions  were  made  during  the  year. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 


Food  Premises 


Number  of  Premises  and  Types  within  the  District; - 

! 

1 

i 

General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers 

22 

Green  Grocers  and  fruitiers 

1 

Meat  Shops 

"4 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners 

1 

Fried  Fish  shops 

2 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugared  confectionery, 
minerals,  ice-cream  etc. 

4 | 

Licenced  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  cafes 
and  similar  shops 

I 

21 

Systematic  inspections  were  made  of  all  premises  during 
the  year*  The  general  condition  of  the  premises  continues  to  improve 
and  some  extensive  modernisation  and  reconstruction  to  the  older  premises 
was  carried  out.  The  standard  of  personal  hygiene  was  found  to  be 
generally  good. 


ICE  CREAM 


There  is  one  ice-cream  factory  situated  within  the  District. 
This  is  kept  in  good  condition. 

6 samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  .and  submitted 
to  the  Bacteriologist  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

All  samples  were  Grade  One  this  being  highly  satisfactory. 


4 Ice-lollies  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Bacteriologist. 

On  examination  the  products  were  found  to  free  from  Coliform  Bacteria. 

There  are  fourteen  shops  registered  within  the  District  for  the 
storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  with  the  exception  of  the  mobile  vendors 
only  wrapped  ice-cream  is  sold. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  and  MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  Distriat. 
POULTRY  INSPECTION 


There  are  no  poultry  slaughtering  shops  within  the  District. 
Several  of  the  farms  in  the  District  did  supply  ready-dressed  poultry 
during  the  festive  season.  Four  inspections  of  these  premises  were 
made  and  there  is  obviously  need  for  some  control  of  the  premises  at 
which  this  work  is  carried  out. 
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' HOUSING  STATISTICS 


1 Number  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year 


Houses 


Flats 


(i 

(ii 

(iii) 


By  the  local  authority 

Nil 

Nil 

By  other 

local  authorities 

Nil 

Nil 

By  other 

bodies  or  persons 

172 

Nil 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  DWELLINGS  OWNED  BY  ANY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY,  EXISTING  AT  END 
OF  YEAR  602 


2.  Inspections  of  dwellings  during  the  year 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  formally  btyinformally 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  220 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  formal  or  informal  made  for  the 

purpose  608 

(c)  Number  of  dwellings  in  (a)  above  found  to  be  not  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  but  capable 

of  being  rendered  fit  Q'J 

Total  number  of  dwellings  existing  at  end  of  year,  occupied  or  not,  which 
were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  at  reasonable  expense 
of  being  rendered  fit  and  in  respect  of  which; - 

(a)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  closing  orders  have  been  made 

(at  any  time)  22 

(b)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have  not  yet 

been  made  20 


HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 

in  or  adjoining  Clearance  Areas; 


(i)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(ii)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangements  etc. 

(iii)  Houses  on  land  aquired  under 
S.43(2),  Housing  Act,  1957 

Not  in  or  adjoining  Clearance  Areas; 

(iv)  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 

proceedure  under  S.l6  or  S.  17 
Housing  Act,  1957 

(v)  Local  Authority  owned  houses 

certified  unfit  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

(vi)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken 
under  Local  Acts. 

(vii)  Unfit  houses  included  in 
Unfittness  Orders. 


Displaced  during  year 
from  houses  to  be  demolished 
Number  or  closed 


Persons 

Families 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

23 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

- 19  - 


Housing  Cont . . . . 


UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED- 


(i)  Under  S.l6(4),  S„  17(l)>  Housing 
Act  1957 5 and  S.  26,  Housing  Act 
1961 

(ii)  Under  S.  17(3)  and  S.26,  Housing 
Act,  '1957 

(iii)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 
S.18  Housing  Act,  1957 


UNTIE  HOUSES  MADE  PIT 


Displaced'  during  the  year 

from  houses  to  be  demolished 

,T  , or  closed. 

Number 

Persons  Families 


3 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number 


(i)  By  owner  after  informal  action  ny  local  authority  24 

(ii)  After  informal  notice  under  S.9  and  S.l6  Housing' 

Act,  1957  (a)  by  owner 

(b)  by  local  authority 

(iii)  After  formal  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  6 

(iv)  Agter  modification  or  revocation  of  a clearance 

order  under  S.21  Housing  Act,  1961 

(v)  Afer  determination  of  a demolition  order  under 

S.24  Housing  Act  1957  1 

(vi)  After  determination  of  a closing  order  under 

S.27  Housing  Act  1961 


UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE 


Number  of  Houses  Number  of  separate 
/ \ dwellings  contained 

^ ' in  column  ( 1 ) ( 2 ) 


Position  at  end  of  years 

Retained  for  temporary  accomodations 


(a) 

Under  section  48 

- 

— 

M 

Under  S.17(2) 

- 

- 

(c) 

Under  S.46 

- 

- 

Licenced  for  temporary  occupation  under 

S.34  or  S.53 

Number  of  Houses  Number  of  occupants 

of  ho  ses  in  Col. 

PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT s 0)  (2) 


Houses  in  clearance  areas  other  than  those 
included  in  confirmed  orders  or  compulsory 
purchase  orders  -20- 


Nil 


Nil. 


Housing  Cont 


Number  of  dwelling  or  other 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949  AND  HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  buildings  affected  in  schemes  o: 
ACT,  1958  - IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  Ete. 

Private  bodies  Local 

or  individuals  Authority 


Action  during  years 

(i)  Submitted  by  private  individual  to  local 

authority  3 

(ii)  Approved  by  local  authority  3 

(ii^  Submitted  by  local  authority  to  Ministry 

(iv)  Finally  a proved  by  Ministry 

(v)  Work  completed  2 

(vi)  Additional  separate  dwellings  included  in  (v) 


HOUSE  PURCHASE  MU  HOUSING  ACT,  3959  and  HOUSING  ACTS  1961  aid  1964 

standards'  grants  % - 


Action  during  years 


Number  of  dwellings 
or  other  buildings 
affected 


(i)  Applications  submitted  to  local  authority  for 
improvement  to  (a)  Full  standard 

(b)  Reduced  standard 

(ii)  Total  applications  approved  by  local  authority  for 
improvement  to  (a)  Full  standard 

(b)  reduced  standard 


(iii)  Work  completed 


10 


40 

12 


Particulars  of  any  adtion  taken  to  compulsory  improvement  of  dwellings 
No  action  taken  to  secure  compul.  ory  improvement  of  dwellings. 


HOUSING 


Steady  progress  continued  to  be  made  in  the  improvement,  generally,  on 
housing  conditions  within  the  district.  A total  of  26  houses  were  demolished 

during  the  year. 

No  reports  were  received  of  any  serious  over-crowding. 

Applicants  for  Council  House  accomodation  were  mainly  from  newly  married 
couples  and  the  waiting  list  for  Council  Houses  was  reduced. 

Irogress,  however  in  the  modernisation  of  the  older  houses,  under  the 
Improvement  and  Standard  Grant  Scheme  was  again  disappointing. 

A full  survey  of  all  the  older  houses  is  required  to  asceriEipi  the  number  of 
ouo-standard  houses  or  houses  without  bathrooms  and  internal  water  toilets. 
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FOOD  HAWKERS 


Hawkers  of  meat,  fish  and  fruit  and  vegetables  are  registered  under 
the  Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers  Act  195l)* 

All  Food  Hawkers  are  required  to  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
(Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  19 66. 

These  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1967?  and 
provide  for  a much  higher  standard  of  hygiene,  construction  and 
equipment.  In  particular  under  the  new  Regulations,  washing  facilities  and 
sinks  are  required.  In  the  case  of  certain  types  of  business  the 
the  standard  required  by  theRegulations  bring  this  types  of  business  more 
in  line  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  which  are  applicable  to 
food  premises. 

There  are  a variety  of  food  hawkers  selling  in  the  district,  but 
operating  in  the  near-by  town. 

More  frequent  inspections  are  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  new 
Regulations  are  complied  with. 


Dr.  J.  McPherson  Robertson, 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


J.  R,  Swift, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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